SILURUS MILITARIS,
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CHARACTER GENERICUS.

Copur nudum, magnum, latum ; Os cirris tenta-
culatum.

Corpus elongatum, compreffum, fquamis nudum,
mucolum ; prunarwm peCoralium aut dorfalis
radius primus {pinofus, retro dentatus.

CHARACTER SPeciFICUS, &r.

SILURUS offibus duobus capitis erectis, pinna

dorfi poftica adipofn, linca laterali flexuofa.

SILURUS pinna dorfali, poftica adipofa, cirris
duobus rigidis.

Lin. Syfl. Nut. Gmel. p. 1356.

SILURUS offibus duobus ereétis in capite.
Bloch. ichth. 11. p. 18. t. 302.

Facie habituque peculiari magis quam pulchritu-
dinec notabilis Silurus militaris, flumina incolit Su-
rinamenfia, crefcitque interdum in magnam molem,
Morc aliorum congencrum, pifces minores, reliqua-
que e¢jufimodi predando fe (uftentat. A fplendidif-
{imo opere Domini Blochii fimilitudinem hanc nof-
tram mutuati fumus.
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THE

MILITARY SILURUS.
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GENERIC CHARACTER.
Head naked, large, broad ; Mouth bearded with
cirrl,
Body elongated, comprefled, without {cales, co-
vered with mucus : the firft ray of the dorfal
or peftoral fins ferrated by reverfed prickles.

SreCIFi1c CHARACTER.

SILURUS with two upright bones on the head,
an adipofe back-fin, and flexuous lateral line.

The armed or military SILURUS.

The military Silurus, more diftinguithed by the
fingularity than the beauty of its appearance, is an
inhabitant of the rivers of Surinam, where it fome-
times grows to a very large fize.  Like the reft of
the Siluri it is of a predacious nature, and fceds on
the fmaller fithes, &c. The prefent figure is taken
from the fplendid work of Dr. Bloch.



